
ASSESSMENT
MONTHLY UPDATE

From Our Families to Yours, Have a
Relaxing & Peaceful Holiday Season!

Assessment Team Office Hours

Next Session: December 14, 12:00 p.m.

Register Here 
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VARUN.MOTAY@MAINE.GOV  

 
CHERYL BRACKETT  

MANAGEMENT ANALYST  
207-441-3019
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TEAM

STAY IN THE KNOW:

Subscribe to the MEA Listserv

Subscribe to the Alternate 
Assessment Listserv

Subscribe to ESL Communication 



We hope that the November holiday provided you with the
opportunity to rest and recharge! December always flies by,
so please read on for important updates, reminders, and
‘save the dates’ from the Assessment Team. 

https://networkmaine.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEqcOGgqzwsGt16Ik9lRjB-bNTSZZX42SQT
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS
mailto:krista.averill@maine.gov
mailto:krista.averill@maine.gov
https://mailman.informe.org/mailman/listinfo/mea
https://mailman.informe.org/mailman/listinfo/alternateassessments
https://mailman.informe.org/mailman/listinfo/alternateassessments
https://mailman.informe.org/mailman/listinfo/alternateassessments
https://mailman.informe.org/mailman/listinfo/esl.communication
https://mailman.informe.org/mailman/listinfo/esl.communication


Webinars Date Time Connect

Alternate ACCESS for ELLs Field Test (WIDA) 12/1/22 2-3:30
Webinars page in

WIDA Secure Portal

Navigating WIDA AMS for New Test
Coordinators/Administrators (Maine DOE)

12/13/22 8-9 Register Here

Organizing for ACCESS: Scheduling, Materials,
Accessibility

12/15/22 8-9 Register Here

Open Office Hours during ACCESS Admin. Window 

Weekly 
 Mondays
1/9/23 -
2/14/23

3-4 Register Here 
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Review rosters to ensure all multilingual learners
have been included 
Confirm student demographic information 
Assign accommodations to students as outlined
in the IEP, if applicable 
Create and manage test sessions 
Instructions for navigating WIDA AMS can be
found in the AMS User Guide. 

ACCESS for ELLs and Alternate ACCESS for ELLs
Upcoming Pre-Administration Tasks and Dates: 

11/29/22 – Student rosters populated in WIDA AMS. 
 SAUs can: 

1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

12/14/22 - Initial materials orders have been
submitted for all Maine SAUs with enrolled
multilingual learners, utilizing October enrollment
data, and will be received by district central offices.  

12/15/22 - Additional materials ordering window
opens, which is facilitated by SAUs. Tips for ordering
Additional Materials.
 

Upcoming Trainings and Opportunities to Connect  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2Fck%2Fa%3F%21%26%26p%3D2f024417ff3171d6JmltdHM9MTY2NTcwNTYwMCZpZ3VpZD0zMjBmNDNhMC1lZWUzLTY0MmItMmFhMi01MWE5ZWYzYjY1MTUmaW5zaWQ9NTE3OA%26ptn%3D3%26hsh%3D3%26fclid%3D320f43a0-eee3-642b-2aa2-51a9ef3b6515%26psq%3Dwida%2Bsecure%2Bportal%26u%3Da1aHR0cHM6Ly9wb3J0YWwud2lkYS51cy8%26ntb%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cjodi.bossio-smith%40maine.gov%7Cb91992ae05a6402914a208dac32bf559%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638036891909292122%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w95LMGsB8i3tkIwu5veu6FKgTMkJ4ePBJpJh9bxjVIo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnetworkmaine.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtZAlfuGrqTouHNUNL87pEGKXbMskKVYuB_OJ&data=05%7C01%7Cjodi.bossio-smith%40maine.gov%7Cb91992ae05a6402914a208dac32bf559%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638036891909292122%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1D77S0yxq6hMC%2Fe1BljA1VwZzlpadpNC0hj41mwvKYE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnetworkmaine.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtZ0rf-irrDopEtL_WC9epirfIuUNFM4Lx5Mf&data=05%7C01%7Cjodi.bossio-smith%40maine.gov%7Cb91992ae05a6402914a208dac32bf559%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638036891909292122%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CIl15qu%2BiemBdsdGgwrFF6S7kx%2FeKspHOcOnjT1NLKM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnetworkmaine.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtZIucu2uqjwvE9z_bcwm2lkF74zRFpdEDyNS&data=05%7C01%7Cjodi.bossio-smith%40maine.gov%7Cb91992ae05a6402914a208dac32bf559%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638036891909292122%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yjJFSEdR5gr23pyK2CSyPQjB%2FxfrNrdoHoT7eXHyJAw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS
https://www.wida-ams.us/Documents/Unsecure/Doc.aspx?id=e7823e23-661f-4435-aaef-bdb89e382ed6
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fportal.wida.us%2Fresource%2Fdetail%2Fc1ce6e03-2276-eb11-a2dd-0050568beee8&data=05%7C01%7Cjodi.bossio-smith%40maine.gov%7Cb91992ae05a6402914a208dac32bf559%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638036891909292122%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VcU1Iq%2FIKGzjouHP0wDe%2BmZIegD4TYCTxZRJ%2FSBqB7E%3D&reserved=0


MAP Growth Maine Through
Year Assessment

No assessment window
limitations

Assessment window:
May 1st – 26th  

RIT score data within 24
hours

In spring 2023 only,
delayed RIT score
data with an
anticipated delivery
date of late summer
or early fall due to
standard setting

RIT Instructional Areas
based on the Maine
Learning Results (2022-
23 academic year)

RIT Instructional
Areas based on the
CCSS and
consistent with the
national MAP Growth
assessment 

Extended assessment
seat timeExtended
assessment seat time 
45 – 55 minutes per MAP
Growth assessment and
55 – 60 minutes per
Through Year
Assessment* 

55 – 60 minutes per
Through Year
Assessment*

Option to administer the
Language Usage
assessment

No Language Usage
assessment option

Continued compatibility
with MAP Accelerator and
Instructional
Connections 

Not yet compatible
with MAP
Accelerator or
Instructional
Connections

No additional cost to
SAUs/schools in Spring
2023

No cost to
SAUs/schools

Alternate ACCESS for ELLs Field Test 2023 

Stay informed and plan ahead for the Alternate
ACCESS Field Test, which will be in addition to the
regular annual Alternate ACCESS for ELLs. Review this
news article and Q & A to learn more: Alternate
ACCESS for ELLs Field Test: Coming to schools in
early 2023. Sign up for news updates at News Signup
at WIDA and be sure to check for updates posted in
the DAC digest. 

How do I get my questions about the field test
answered? Attend the Alternate ACCESS for ELLs
Field Test Q&A Webinar on Thursday, Dec. 1 from 2-
3:30pm ET. Go to the Webinars page in the WIDA
Secure Portal for more information.  
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Using Multiple Data Sources to Support Student
Growth 
Using Achievement Level Descriptors to Ensure
Rigor 
The Benefits of the Through Year Assessment
Model 
Through Year Assessment: Get Your Teachers
Ready 
Through Year Assessment: Get Your Students
Ready 

NWEA
 
Starting in January 2023, the Department of
Education and NWEA are collaborating to offer the
following professional learning opportunities: 

More information will be sent to DACs and MEA
listserv recipients soon! (Click here to subscribe the
MEA listserv.)  

*Assessment seat times represent the average seat time.
Individual students will take varying amounts of time to
complete the assessments. 

More Questions & Answers about the Maine Through Year Assessment can be found on our Maine Reading and Math
Assessments webpage. 

https://wida.wisc.edu/about/news/alt-field-test
https://wida.wisc.edu/about/news/alt-field-test
https://wida.wisc.edu/about/news/alt-field-test
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fb01af07951ad4f58aecdada377d5f029.svc.dynamics.com%2Ft%2Ft%2FeNHQ7wxaryuquzMxBXxz4xoxn924HleGaDb3Z35vvsUx%2F0iUxVsJ58w9EGaCrvLKU1o5lfFN0Ax5ScJBWyWDM7Vcx&data=05%7C01%7Csarah.hegemann%40dpi.wi.gov%7C50c4d3be77a4411f30ee08da65c0f01d%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C637934176598364495%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7Slo6i6AI1v%2BT7xjs7G73sF91y4ObNv7ZmS5n%2B4T44E%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.wida.us/webinar/webinarlist
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS
https://mailman.informe.org/mailman/listinfo/mea
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS/NWEA
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS/NWEA
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS/NWEA
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Maine Science

Question: When can I access the handbooks and
manuals for the spring 2023 assessment? 
We are working on updating handbooks and
manuals in preparation for the Spring 2023
administration. The support site, ME Science
Zendesk, is to be restored to full functionality by
March 2023. 

Practice Assessments 
Maine Science practice assessments and tutorials
are available on the Maine Science website under
the Resources menu and will be open throughout
the school year. 

NAEP

The National Assessment Governing Board
hosted the release of the 2022 National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
Mathematics and Reading results on Monday,
October 24, 2022. In addition to the student
performance and survey data, a number of the
NAEP 2022 mathematics and reading items were
released. This items, in conjunction with the NAEP
Item Maps, are available for classroom use.
Please visit the NAEP Questions Tool and the
NAEP Item Maps webpages for greater detail. Try
the NAEP assessment at Take NAEP Now. Or
explore the NAEP Survey Questionnaires and use
the NAEP Data Explorer to see how Maine
students responded to the survey questions.  

International Assessments

PISA

The Program for International Student Assessment
(PISA) 2022 administration closed on November 30,
2022.  Selected 15-year-old students participated in
mathematics, reading, science, and financial literacy
assessments. Thank you to those schools and
students that made this data collection successful.   

TIMSS

The Trends in Mathematics and Science Study
(TIMSS) 2023 administration window will now take
place between March 20 and May 31, 2023.   TIMSS is
administered to grade 4 and grade 8 students at
sampled schools. Three Maine schools have been
selected for participation in the TIMSS 

NEO & SYNERGY Reminders 



A general reminder to ensure that contact
information for teaching and non-teaching roles
is updated within NEO. Instructions to update
SAU roles (including DACs) are located within the
following document:  Updating Staff Contact
Information. Please reach out to the MEDMS
helpdesk with any questions or concerns. 




Summative Assessment Blueprints Now
Available! 

Assessment blueprints are now available for the
summative portion of the spring Maine Through Year
Assessment for grades 3-8 and HS under Resources
for the Maine Through Year Assessment on the
Reading & Math Assessments webpage. Assessment
blueprints specify targets for the minimum and
maximum number of score points aligned to each
topic. The summative assessment content
categories reflect the prioritization recommended
for the Common Core State Standards.

FAQ: Under what circumstances may a school
choose to administer both the MAP Growth
assessment and the Through Year Assessment
to its students in Spring 2023?  
Please note that all students are required to take the
Maine Through Year Assessment in spring 2023. The
chart below is meant to provide guidance to SAUs
and schools when deciding whether or not to
administer the MAP Growth assessment in addition
to the Maine Through Year Assessment. 

https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS
https://mescience.zendesk.com/hc/en-us
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS/Generalscience
https://www.nagb.gov/news-and-events/calendar/naep-day-2022.html
https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/nqt/
https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/itemmaps/?subj=MAT&grade=4&year=2022
https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/takenaepnow/home
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/experience/survey_questionnaires.aspx
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/data/
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Updating_DACs_NEO_1.pdf
mailto:MEDMS.Helpdesk@maine.gov
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS/NWEA

